“God must have a sense of humour
to choose me to serve in such a
special way. The encounter holds
out the possibility that at the end
of the struggle with words and
meanings I may be able to enable
others to know more about the
story and purpose of God.”

g
r

Dominic Desouza-Campbell

Who to contact:
Diocesan Vocations Officer
The Revd Paul Redparth
Paul.Redparth@chichester.anglican.org
Officer for Lay Vocation and Ministry
The Revd Jayne Prestwood
jayne.prestwood@chichester.anglican.org

Readers are often
described as the
‘lay theologians’
of the church.

“The activity I do in my parish,
in my workplace and in my
neighbourhood is all part of my
ministry. I believe there is a real
need for the church to look
beyond its own four walls and
try to find a way to connect to
people’s lives and experiences.”
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Reader Ministry

Martin Draper

Become 1 of over
10,000 Readers,
with men and
women represented
almost equally.

Preach
Teach
Lead worship

Nationally accredited,
Episcopally licensed
and governed by
canon.

Connecting day to day
life and the world of
the church.
What is a Reader?

What do Readers do?

Readers are lay people in the Church of
England, from all walks of life, who are
called by God, theologically trained and
licensed by the Church to preach, teach,
lead worship and assist in pastoral,
evangelistic and liturgical work.

Readers minister in a variety of situations:
in parishes, schools, prisons, hospitals,
hospices, with children and young people,
the elderly, housebound and bereaved,
and with those preparing for baptism,
confirmation and marriage. In many
parishes Readers have a central role in
teaching and preaching as well as helping
to lead worship.

The office of Reader is the only lay
ministry in the Church of England
which is voluntary, nationally accredited,
Episcopally licensed and governed by
canon. There are now over 10,000 Readers,
with men and women represented
almost equally.
Although nationally authorized, the scope
of ministry and roles undertaken by
Readers differs across the dioceses.

“We all know in our heads that
worship is not just what we do
on a Sunday, but sometimes
it is difficult to make that an
everyday reality. The training I
have received will, I believe, help
me to help others integrate their
workaday world with their faith
so that we can be Jesus’s hands
and feet in this world.”
Caroline Armitage

Readers are often described as the ‘lay
theologians of the church’. They have a
ministry which connects day to day life
and the world of the church, Readers come
from a variety of backgrounds and most are
in paid employment.

“I am passionate about
Christians ‘walking as Jesus
walked. I loved my reader group
and found the experience and
material fascinating.”
Patrick Pearson Miles

The Reader training course is designed
to equip you for ministry as a Reader,
to deepen your theological knowledge,
practical skills and spiritual maturity for
the ministry to which God is calling you.
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How will I be trained?

How can I be selected
for Reader ministry?
If you feel you might be called to Reader
ministry you should discuss your sense of
calling first with your incumbent. If both
of you believe that Reader ministry might
be what God is calling you to, then your
incumbent should get in touch with the
Diocesan Vocations Officer Paul Redparth
(see contacts) who will arrange to meet
with you to discuss things further.
He will then direct you to meet with a
Vocations Guide who will explore your
sense of calling with you in more depth.
The next stage is to attend a diocesan
selection day which consists of interviews
and practical tasks aimed at discerning if
Reader ministry is right for you.

However, you do not need to have a
theology degree or be a great academic!
The course will stretch you but is designed
to be practical as well as theoretical,
open and accessible to all those fitted
for Reader ministry.
The course lasts two years, with a further
year of reflective practice training taking
place after you are licensed. During
training with the encouragement and
direction of your incumbent, you will
be given increasing opportunities for
first-hand experience and participation
in the activities for which you are training.
Initial Reader training is delivered by
St Augustine’s College of Theology staugustinescollege.ac.uk who offer
three possible modes of teaching:
• Weekly evening sessions at Southwark
• Weekly evening sessions at Malling Abbey
• Teaching days at Malling Abbey
All students will also need to attend some
Saturday study days a year. The third year
of post licensing training takes place within
the diocese.

Explore your
sense of calling.

