“God our Father,
we thank you for
the person we knew,
the years we shared,
the good we saw, and the
love we received.”

AFTER THE FUNERAL
Immediately afterwards you will be with your
family and friends. But as the days and weeks
go by, the church will also be here for you.
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When the time is right, you may need to place
ashes in their final resting place. The church
minister can offer brief words and prayers
specially for this.
Or it may be appropriate to have a memorial
service. The church minister will help you do
what is best for you.

With you every
step of the way
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Anniversaries and special times like Christmas
can be hard after a funeral. Many churches
hold services of remembrance for families.
Keep in touch with your church to see what
may be planned. Churches can be comforting
places, for quiet space, for the caring company
of others. You may also be able to light a candle
in memory of someone you love. Find us close
to you on achurchnearyou.com
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Extracts taken from the Church
of England Funeral Service
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churchofenglandchristenings.org
ChurchofEnglandChristenings
@CofEChristening

A guide to
organising
a Church of
England funeral

A SERVICE FOR EVERYONE

THE SERVICE

From the moment you are in touch with us,
throughout the funeral service and for as long
as you need us afterwards, we’re here for you.
Anyone can have a Church of England funeral,
whether churchgoers or not.

Wherever you choose to have the funeral, you
can add a personal touch to reflect the unique
life of the person you knew:
Arrival
When the coffin arrives and is carried into the
venue or onto the burial site, your choice of
music may be played.

When someone dies, we understand how
difficult this can be. There’s so much to think
about, but we can help you say your final
goodbye in a way that really helps.
• We will celebrate and give thanks to God
for the unique life of the person you knew
and loved
• We can support you, your family and friends
before, during and after the funeral with
friendship and prayer, understanding your
sadness and loss
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• And in this difficult time, our experienced,
trained ministers can share a message of
hope and comfort

WE’LL BE WHERE YOU
NEED US TO BE
A Church of England funeral can take place in
any one of these locations:
•
•
•
•
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At the crematorium
At an outdoor woodland or green burial site
In a church
In a cemetery

Someone from the church will visit you to hear
about the person you knew, and will go through
all the details of the funeral service itself.
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A message of hope
The minister will speak about God’s promises
– of the hope that death is not the end.
You can choose the Bible reading for this part
of the service.

Reflecting and remembering
In a time of reflection, music can be played, or
silence may be kept. Prayers will be said at this
point too.

“…turn the darkness of
death into the dawn of
new life, and the sorrow
of parting into the joy
of heaven…”
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Remembering a unique life
When everyone is gathered, a hymn may be
sung. There is time to listen to the story of the
person you knew and loved. You, another friend
or relative, or the church minister can do this.
It may include readings which reflect the
character and interests of your loved one.

There may be other ways you’d like to make
the service unique. Photos, flowers, or items
that had special meaning can be included.
Saying goodbye
It will then be time for the farewell. The minister
will pray, asking God to keep your loved one
in his care, using words that have been used
for centuries.
This may be a very emotional moment. It may
be possible to have some special music played
at this point. The minister will say a blessing
and music may be played as the mourners
leave the venue.

“…earth to earth, ashes
to ashes, dust to dust:
in sure and certain hope
of the resurrection to
eternal life through our
Lord Jesus Christ…”

